3 T
/ }V);/F lm 7{;; J/IM?L,

gl




“Lhoughes from “[he Cottage

Dear Friends

Easter. We have read the story in the Bible, we may have seen
films and plays about it, maybe we have seen the Oberammergau
Passion Play, we have sung hymns about it and we have listened
to countless sermons about it. We have consumed hot cross buns
and chocolate eggs; we may have gone on Easter egg hunts or
Easter bonnet parades. We have participated in Walks of
Witness, Seder Meals and a whole host of different celebrations.
All this in an attempt to make the events of that first Easter
around 30AD come alive for us, that we may understand the true
significance of them. But what if we could be transported back,
Tardis like, to Jerusalem in the month of Nisan in AD30, what
would we see, what would we experience?

First we would be aware of the city filling up with visitors as that
year’s Passover approaches. Inn’s would be full, people would be
staying with friends and family, the Temple would be busier than
usual and the traders would be rubbing their hands with glee at
the increased sales. All this was perfectly normal. Then we would
be hear a great noise from beyond the Shushan (or Golden) Gate.
We would join the rush to see what was happening and be
greeted by the sight of a man in simple clothes riding a donkey
whilst the crowd dropped palms and their cloaks for him to ride
over. We would hear people shouting ‘Hail the King of the Jews’
and on enquiry we would be told that this man was a Rabbi
called Jesus who claimed to be the Son of God. Caught up in the
excitement we would follow Jesus to the Temple and see him
throw out the moneychangers and traders.



Over the next few days we would enjoy listening to the most
charismatic story teller we had ever heard and would marvelled
at the healing miracles Jesus performed. We would have laughed
and cheered as he challenged the authority of religious teachers
and cut them down to size with simple one-liners or quotes from
Scripture. However we would also have become aware of a rising
tension in the City. Of course we would have been used to tension
in the city when crowds from the country swelled its population
to bursting point. But this was different. Jesus remained cool,
calm and collected but the religious leaders were getting more
and more uptight. Something was sure to happen, but we would
have no idea what.

Then, on Friday morning we would awake to a real sense of
commotion. Quickly we would learn from the neighbours that the
priests have arrested Jesus and want to hand him over to the
Roman Governor. That could only mean one thing - they wanted
him executed. Thoughts would race through our minds. Why?
What has he done now? What will happen next? We would pull
on our day clothes and rush down to Palace Square without a
thought of breakfast or washing. We would join the crowd and
watch as the events unfolded, seeing Jesus shuttled backwards
and forwards between the Residence of Caiaphas the High Priest
and Herod’s Palace where the Roman Governor Pontius Pilate
lived. Amazed we would hear the Priests, Scribes and Pharisees
calling for Jesus to be crucified. We would see Pilate try to wash
his hands of Jesus but have him flogged before being handed over
the execution squad.

We would follow Jesus as he was led away up to Golgotha by the
soldiers. We would see him crucified, along with two other men.
We would hear Jesus words of love, mercy and compassion from



the cross to his mother, his disciples, his fellow criucifyee’s, his
executioners, in fact to anyone and everyone. We would feel a
shiver as an eclipse covered the sun and turned the sky black. We
would tremble as a mini earthquake hit Jerusalem. We would
wander back into the city in a state of shock, not knowing what
to make of the day’s events. Then we would hear the astonishing
news that at the exact moment of Jesus’s death the Temple
Curtain was torn in two. That evening we would sit quietly trying
to understand the events of that day, that week; our Sabbath
meal would be a strangely muted affair, the Sabbath day itself
unusually quiet but an air of normality had returned to the city.

Then on the Sunday morning we would wake to the news that
Jesus’ tomb was empty. We would hear rumours that he was
alive and had spoken to his disciples and some women. Not
knowing what to make of it we would hurriedly dress and make
our way into the city hoping to discover if the rumours were true,
hoping perhaps to see Jesus himself. We would feel the tension
again as the religious leaders try to quell the story that Jesus was
alive and as no-one could produce a body, or even say where it
was, it would slowly dawn on us that the story was true, Jesus
was alive. Then it would dawn on us that if that was true, then
perhaps everything else that Jesus had said about himself was
true. Maybe, just maybe, he is the Son of God.

Happy Easter

[an




Dalm Sunday to Caster

Palm Sunday
20 March at10.30 AM: Worship led by the Revd John
Marsh.

6.30 pM: Choral Evensong at St Mary's Parish Church

Maundy Thursday
24 March 7.30 pM: Worship here led by Ann Evans

Good Friday
25 7.30 pM: Worship led by the Revd Dr Kevin Snyman.

Easter Sunday
27 March at 7 am: Early worship led by Ann Evans.
Breakfast

10.30 am: Easter Communion led by Alan Cotgreave.




Personalia

Maureen Davenport has been in hospital foIIowiné]
a car accident.

Pl ease remember Robert
Cope family.

Please continue to remember the Clasons.

We are thankful to hear thaSamantha Evansancer
treatment hasbeeneffective.

e ———

Peter Cruchley-Jones, who some will remember from
his time at Weoley Castle, will be leaving Beulah URC in
Cardiff and moving to Singapore at the end of March,
where he will be working with the Council for World
Mission. We join WCCC in wishing him all the best in
his new venture.




Neighbourhood News

News and events from other local churches:

Bournville URC welcome us to their Thursday afternoon club
(small charge), which meets 23 on the first Thursday of the
month, and to their Meditation Group, which meets on 2™ and
4™ Thursdays, 34.

From the beginning of March, Weoley Castle are joining with
Birmingham Youth Service to provide a Youth Club for young
people aged 12+. (7 PM on Tuesdays) They will be working with
the group of youngsters who are outgrowing Tuesday Club and
expanding from there--they want to provide a much needed space
for young people to meet and be safe.

Newman University Invitation to Hope Exhibition ongoing until
18 March, Monday-Friday 9 AM-6 PM in St Mary's Chapel. The
exhibition features paired installations in colour, stitch, sound and
word by Eileen Harrisson MA.

www.newman.ac.uk or 0121 476 1181

Selly Oak Methodist celebrate their 58' anniversary this year.
Watch for announcements of speciaservices andther events.



http://www.birminghamchurches.org.uk/events/invitation-to-hope-exhibition/

FISH & CHIP SUPPER AND QUIZ

This event is on Saturday 12 March (please note change
of date!) with the usual ticket of £6 per person to include the
meal—Fish, chips, peas, bread and butter, sauces and pickles
with hot drinks—and quiz entrance fee. Pay at the door, if you
haven’t already booked so we can get an idea of numbers, and
arrive around 6.00 PM to find a table for a team of 6, then 6.30 Pm
for a prompt start to eat around 7.30-8.00 PM. There will be a
raffle with all profits raised going towards the church
Benevolent Fund. We should finish about 9.00 pMm.

Lorraine DaCosta

Thanks on behalf of

Birmingham Crisis Centre

On behalf of the Crisis Centre [ wish to ‘thank you’ from the
bottom of my heart for the generosity of members who donated
£101 pounds, this is going to be used to make each room look
more welcoming. Our new Centre manager is absolutely right in
that the rooms look very tired, and the money will go to the quilt
fund. Cheryl it was lovely to meet you all, what a kind and
understanding group they are.

Please give everyone my best wishes and very grateful thanks.
Kind regards

Lyn and John

Note: we hope to include a short video clip about the work of the
Centre during or at the end of worship sometime soon. We would
like to help the Centre purchase suitable tableware for its younger
residents.



Discussion Sunday 21 February 2016
How can we get the message to our neighbours?

Ann Evans has summarised the points made by all 11 discussion
groups.

Who to target?
Neighbours
1 Bournville gardens—a good clear notice of all our activities
9 Street associations
1 Interfaith communication with other congregations who use
our building and all hall user groups
The local community
Young people aged 8- 25
Busy people
Rough sleepers
Those who walk by
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People at work

Things already done
1 Our church building is a silent statement of being present in
the community and the fact it is being used by various
groups.

Lunch club
Friendship group
Community Choir
Community garden

Our musical talent
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The variety of preachers leading worship



1 We have a good loop system, sound system and an accessible
toilet and are looking into better wheelchair access to the
sanctuary.

1 We have a web site, which can be developed more, and
newsletter which are crucial

1 Information about church activities are in the Weoley Hill
Village News communication 3 times a year Note: the WH
Village news now comes out only twice a year.

New ideas

1 Calling on God for wisdom in directing our outreach through
prayer

91 Mission to the elderly

1 More social events for the community

1 A morning where we open up a hall and offer tea/coffee/
lunch and a listening ear and prayer and collect those who
need lifts

91 Provide various times and styles of worship eg parenting
groups

91 Setup a forum for things that are important to people; be
more like Paul and talk to people about what is important to
them

1 An area with comfy chairs

1 A bracelet with different colours signifying different
messages of the gospel

I Use ofradio and TV communication

1 Knit and natter group

1 Café church

91 Vote for hymn choices

1 Reviews of worship

1 Themed services relevant for young people



9 Flyers to go to schools, youth groups, uniformed
organisations and universities

1 Speakers to go to youth groups: also include musicians
,people who have been to other countries to teach about God

1 Church sponsored youth groups

1 Discussions groups to talk and share what is important to
the your people

1 Youth activities based on Christianity and also fun activities
and outings on Sunday afternoons about once a month

How to target?
Communication
1 Why are churches losing numbers except evangelical ones?
1 Very often communication is about sharing the message.
1 We need to find ways of hearing from the community - what
are their needs? How can we help to meet those needs?
Maybe just providing a listening ear.
1 Talk to our neighbours
1 Leaflet drops are proactive but a lot of our advertising is
passive
9 We need different approaches because of the variety of
ages/types of people we are aiming at.
1 Websites/ social media etc. target those who are actively
looking for a church.
9 Should we set up a Facebook page? If so it will need to be
monitored daily.
9 Should we have a daily message on our website - maybe
something for a new minister to consider?
1 Prayer
9 Our welcome—it determines how people view coming to
church and is very important.



9 Some people don’t like change but is our type of worship on
the way out? We need to change gradually - a thought for the
new minister

1 Post pictures on Instagram and twitter and share news as well

1 Write / sing a song

1 Elders’ communication to their pastoral groups etc is key for
internal dissemination of information.

1 Making people and the community know what is happening
like our community ventures.

1 Easter leaflet/ postcard drop like we did for Christmas

9 More information on local noticeboards

1 Attract people to church through general activities

1 People respond to Christian action in crisis situations and
charitable giving

1 Young people tend to lose faith. Do they see it as a set of rules?

1 Personal contact, but how do we reach the wider age range?

What is the message?

9 We are God’s message. We are the people who believe in God.
Our Christianity must be lived.

9 Sometimes the news media headline ‘fundamentalist’ views as
Christian views so some ‘neighbours’ may automatically feel
they will not be accepted. How do we break that barrier?

1 The message is love

9 Jesus is Lord

9 God loves you

1 Jesus offers a framework for life

9 You can turn to Jesus no matter what




FRIENDSHIP GROUP

We started with one, two (or even three!) pancakes and a drink before
listening to Lynn Ankcorn telling us about the history and work of the
Birmingham Crisis Centre.

With some money remaining from the closure of the YWCA in 1981, a
house was purchased in Handsworth. After that burnt down, a new
purpose built centre, the largest in Europe, was opened in 1983 by
Princess Anne. There are 23 bed-sit rooms, (at present 21 are filled)
large enough to accommodate a small family, central lounges, a small
computer room for the older children, the usual offices and a nursery
currently rated ‘outstanding’ by OFSTED. Between them staff speak 22
different languages!

Domestic Violence in the West Midlands is still a major problem. 12
women per year are killed by their partners; 1 in 4 will experience
abuse of some kind: physical, mental, sexual, emotional, and financial
or combinations of these, and 750,000 children will witness these
events. Every case is different to some degree—age of the mother,
number and ages of children involved, length and type of abuse, legal
implications—but all involve fear and a wish for a safe refuge which is
what the Centre provides along with help and advice on a 24-hour
basis for about 4-6 months.

A mother will arrive at the centre with just the clothes both she and
her children are wearing. They will have left home, perhaps also pets,
toys, their school, maybe even their city, and will be given a welcome
pack of things they need. There will be a health check and they are
registered with a doctor and dentist, and the children found school
places if possible although this can be difficult for secondary-aged
children. Help with housing and other benefits, plus with finding new
accommodation—again a welcome pack of essentials is provided—is
available and there are courses to help confidence building and to find
work. There are links with police and social services and support is



given if a mother has to go to court or needs help with other legal
issues.

We heard the story of one resident, with a young baby, who developed
breast cancer after an attack by her partner. With the support of the
Centre she was able to receive treatment—later successful—find a new
home, and later take qualifications that enabled her to work at the
Centre and eventually run her own nursery. Many ex-residents return,
especially at Christmas, with stories of a new and happier life;
however, given the nature of their problems, the daughters and even
granddaughters of the original residents are sometimes admitted.

The Centre is funded 60% by housing and other benefits, and about
13% from a Government grant to help pay for staff, but they are always
looking for extra money to pay for children’s toys and equipment,
items for the packs and the occasional treat during school holidays.
Recently they had football training at Aston Villa and they have
purchased a mini-bus for small trips. An extension is being built with
better toilet and cooking facilities and a separate area for tiny babies,
which will need furnishing.

A collection raised £100 from the 17 members who attended, many
thanks, and there will be a special collection, March to April 2016, from
the whole church to provide crockery and cutlery... more details nearer
the time.

Thanks must go to Nancy for the batter, Doreen for the cooking and
Linda for the serving and drinks. Our next meeting is Wednesday 9
March when we will meet in the JK hall to have a go at some printing,
colouring in, craft, or just watch others and have a chat, plus
refreshments, whatever you want to do, so come along at 2.15 for 2.30
PM start.

Lorraine 624 1247, Nancy 475 4980, Cheryl 475 6338

Many Thanks.




FRIENDSHIP GROUP
PROGRAMME OF EVENTS 2016

MARCH: Make and do— another art/craft session. Print, paint, simply
colour in, make an Easter decoration/card or simply have a chat with
friends with a drink and cake. 2.30 PM start.

APRIL: a trip to Nottcutts garden centre to prepare your garden, or
tub, for the summer. They have an excellent restaurant too! Leave the
church car park at 10.30 AM so you have plenty of time to look
around before lunch.

MAY: Christian Aid bring & buy, not forgetting afternoon tea or coffee
with cake. Come along to offer, or buy, a bargain. Usual books, plants,
and bric-a-brac. 2.00-4.00 PM

JUNE: trip to Packwood house. £9.30/head for a group ticket but free
to National Trust members. Advance notice, please, so a group ticket
can be purchased. Leave the church car park at 11.00 AM.

JULY: garden party. Please bring a plate of savoury or sweet goodies if
you can, but come along anyway if you can’t, there’s always plenty!

AUGUST: No Meeting

SEPTEMBER: Talk by Linda Beard from Commitment for Life about
their work in Central America (this ties in with our collection from
Harvest to Remembrance Day)

OCTOBER: TBA

NOVEMBER: Make a candle holder for the Christmas Candlelit service.
Decorate a glass jar to make the service safe as well as colourful. Drinks
and you've guessed it--cakes! Just chat if you’d rather. 2.30 PM start

DECEMBER: Christmas meal. We’ll be asking for numbers nearer the
time. It will be different to the previous week’s Lunch Club traditional
meal but just as delicious. 12 noon for a 12.30 PM start.



LEBANON & THE WEST BANK -
Supporting Disabled People to Overcome
Barriers:

In Lebanon and the West Bank, people with disabilities face
multiple obstacles to entering the workforce, and are often
discriminated against. This innovative project, led by Christian
Aid partners the Lebanese Physically Handicapped Union (LPHU)
and the East Jerusalem YMCA, directly benefitted 1,000 people
with disabilities, providing them with training and careers
guidance, improving their job prospects and working conditions.
By raising awareness among employers of issues facing people
with disabilities, and campaigning to improve laws, this project
will continue to indirectly benefit even more people in Lebanon
and in the West Bank in the years to come.

Although people with disabilities continue to face discrimination
in both Lebanon and the occupied Palestinian territory, there’s
been tangible progress. In particular, the links forged between
businesses and our partners, as well as increased rates of
employment and more support on offer for people with
disabilities, testifies to the positive change that the support of UK
churches has contributed to. However, our partners are
ambitious, and continue to challenge perceptions of people with
disabilities in both countries.

Our partners remain determined to secure even more long-
lasting change. In Lebanon, the project is focussing on creating
inclusive and safe working environments for people with
disabilities across the private sector. LPHU will be providing
training courses to businesses, making sure that they are
sensitive to the needs of people with disabilities.



By setting up agreements with companies, LPHU is ensuring
commitment to improving the situation across Lebanon. To date,
they have 54 agreements with businesses across the country.
LPHU is supporting them to be inclusive to people with
disabilities in all sorts of ways, whether by helping companies to
make their marketing and publicity more accessible, or to adapt
the physical access needs of workplaces for people with
disabilities.

LPHU is also working to raise awareness across Lebanon, and
will be encouraging members of the general public to lobby their
employers to be more inclusive. They’re not stopping at the
workplace, either - by reviewing the situation of young people
with disabilities in education, they’ve been able to gather vital
evidence of the access needs in schools across the country, and
will continue to campaign for support from the Ministry of
Education. Their work with individuals won’t stop, however, and
by organising events like job fairs LPHU is making sure that entry
into the workplace becomes easier.

The East Jerusalem YMCA, working in 6 regions in the West Bank,
is also working hard to make workplaces across the occupied
Palestinian territory more accessible, thus breaking down some
of the structural barriers that keep people with disabilities poor.
Our partner is setting up a committee of representatives from the
private sector and government, linking them together to create a
national plan which will make employers more inclusive of
people with disabilities. It will give 60 companies the resources
they need to make these changes in the short term, and is
working to break down negative attitudes towards people with
disabilities by holding networking events and job fairs. YMCA
will also establish a database to help link up people with



disabilities who are looking for jobs with employers who are
seeking to recruit new employees. This builds on the positive
partnerships YMCA has developed with a range of businesses
over the last couple of years.

The ongoing conflict in Syria, and the resulting refugee crisis in
Lebanon, is creating additional challenges for our partners.
However, our partners like LPHU are best placed to respond to
the needs of people on the ground. With additional funding from
our Syria Crisis Appeal, LPHU is working with Syrian refugees
with disabilities in the Beqaa Valley, providing assistive devices
to individuals, as well as services such as physiotherapy.

Overall, this project has secured significant gains for people with
disabilities in Lebanon and in the West Bank, and will continue to
do so in the next months and years. Inspired by their vision of
equality for people with disabilities, LPHU and the East
Jerusalem YMCA aim to replicate the success of the project across
Middle East. Ever ambitious and motivated by justice, our
partners seek to transform the societies in the region to be
inclusive to all.

from Alan Westwood




God of Inclusiveness

Reading the Bible can often throw up some very puzzling,
contradictory verses which seem quite cruel to modern eyes,
reflecting a primitive outlook on life that is hard to reconcile with
our belief in a loving God. One such example is found in Leviticus
21, verses 17 following, which excludes any of Aaron’s
descendants who is physically deformed or disabled from
offering sacrifices—in other words being excluded from their
family’s priestly calling. It is paralleled by the laws forbidding
anything defective or blemished from being used as a sacrifice.
Yet only a chapter or so earlier the Israelites are specifically
forbidden to curse or insult the blind, deaf or lame. It’s a
reflection of the widespread idea that such afflictions are in some
way a divine curse; a sign of wickedness or family wrongdoing. It
is quite common in thriller fiction even now for super-villains to
be deformed or disfigured in some way—think of Joker or other
villains in Batman and Dick Tracy, for example—and it even
influenced the attitudes of Jesus’ disciples at times.

Now in Jewish theology there were certain miracles which were
expressly considered the exclusive ‘property’ of the coming
Messiah, proof of his divine authority. Mostly they were miracles
over nature, but included healings of the blind, the deaf, the lame
and otherwise disabled people. John the Baptist, the Messiah'’s
herald, never performed any miracles, but Jesus himself did.
Then, as now, they were very controversial and a lot of faithful
people could or would not accept their very possibility.

I'm not arguing the case here for or against modern gifts of divine
healing; what [ am saying is that these particular stories show
how God’s love turns human prejudices on their heads. To people



who were accustomed to being excluded from their community
as ‘unclean’ Jesus gave an invitation. “Just trust me. I can change
all that if you wish me to and, brother, sister, you're in. You
belong, in my new Kingdom community.” Not for nothing have
some people called the Kingdom of God the ‘upside down
Kingdom’. No one is excluded, either by accident of birth, illness,
race or colour. You can see why it came as good news to social
outcasts back then, or why, when we look at the negative, insular
attitudes seen so often today, our world still needs to hear it,
good and loud today.

John Davies




Benevolent Fund

This fund, separate from both the regular Sunday collections and the
other monthly retiring collections, enables the minister to distribute
funds where heseesthe need within the congregation or community.
During the vacancy, the elders take responsibility for the fund.

There continues to be a need to help out from time to time in very
special cases and it is therefore important that we kep sufficient
money in the account to be able to respond to urgent needsPlease
respond as generously as you are able to our retiring collection this
month.

A note from the Church Secretary:

Please think about how you submit material for the newsletter or
the Annual Report. I will of course type up hand-written or typed
material for those who don’t use computers, but if you do use a
computer to prepare a report, please email it rather than giving me
a printout which I then have to retype. And please note that some
Adobe and other pdf documents cannot be converted to text, at
least without paying for a ‘professional’ version, so these can also
mean retyping.

If you aren’t sure about pdfs, or don’t know how to attach a
document to an email, just copy and paste your item or report into
the body of the email. This will allow me to copy and paste the text
directly, with fewer opportunities for adding my own typos.

Cheryl



WEOLEY HILL UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
PRAYER DIARY

“O my peopl e, tr usrtoutyonrhddittomHima,tfor al |
God is our refuge” Ps 62:8
March |CHURCH MEMBERS OUR WORLD
- Apr
7-13 |9 Ken & Maureen The migrant crisis unfolding
Mar Davenport around the world, and
1 The Mayhew family particularly in Europe
1 Richard & Seana Davies
9 John & Jill Davies
9 Corinne Dawson
;/[é; ; 20 1 Roland, Arrah, Reyan & The EU ‘In-Out’ Referendum
Malcolm Ebot-Arrey
I David & Geraldine Evans
1 Emlyn & Ann Evans
{ Samantha Evans, Chelsea,
Mikey, Kayden & Chase
21-27 |1 Marius & Jennifer The ongoing peace talks in
Mar Felderhof Cuba to bring a peace
1 Margaret & Keith Field settlement to the civil war in
9 Len & Josie Fisher Colombia
9 John, Mary & Thomas
Fletcher
9 John Glen
28-3 q Colin & Anne Graham All those affected by natural
Apr { Jean Greening disasters
§ Christine Grubb
T Jim & Rosemary Hay
9 Janice, Simon, Charlotte,
Jessica, Holly High
.1 4%d 'O Al xAuoOh bPi AAOGA EAAI EOAA

and specific prayer requests that you would like to include in future lists to

Audrey and Brian atabnganwal2@gmail.com
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