
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Weoley Hill Church News 
September 2016 



From the Church Secretary 

The Cadbury Pastorate has called the Revd David Littlejohns to be 

our minister and he has accepted the call. 

It’s very tempting to heave a sigh of relief and think that we can 

just ease up on everything at church now that the call has been 

accepted, isn’t it? But of course we can’t. There are practical 

issues like preparing the manse, organisational issues like roles 

which still need to be filled and perhaps new roles to be created, 

and spiritual issues like support and mission which certainly 

can’t be set on one side for three or more probably four months. 

And of course, given that Revd Littlejohns will be ministering to 

three congregations, we can’t assume that the work will be any 

less. Indeed, we should be hoping that there will be more work 

because of a bigger outreach. With more people to help, 

eventually, as a result. 

Please see the article by David Marlow regarding our finances. 

In the meantime, we need to think about our priorities, not in 

order to present the minister with a set of rules or a shopping 

list, but so that all of us together can work out the priorities.  

It’s good that we have kept so many of our activities going during 

the vacancy, but we still need members of the congregation to 

take active roles in the life of the church.  

As of the time of writing, we expect Revd and Mrs Littlejohns to 

settle into the Manse sometime after Christmas and for him to be 

inducted as minister of ‘the Cadbury Pastorate’ at the end of 

January. Further, more definite, information will be relayed as 

soon as it is available. 

Cheryl Thornett  



Personalia 
 

We give thanks that a number of members are 

recovering: Colin Graham, Doreen Longman, John 

Fletcher’s wife Mary.  

We are also thankful to hear that Primrose Garrow 

(Bournville & Cotteridge) and Bruce Harvey (Weoley 

Castle) are recovering from injury and illness. 

 

 

Project Hummingbird Calais (Care4Calais) 
Many thanks to all who contributed to our daughter Sarah’s 

recent work at the Hummingbird Project in the Calais Jungle. As a 

result, she and her friends were able to provide £200 worth of 

food and other necessities to the project, where they volunteered 

in the distribution centre and Sarah performed for some of the 

children. If you are interested in further support for this project, 

which runs a clinic and provides a safe space for women and 

children within the camp, you will find further details at 

http://www.hummingbirdproject.org.uk/  They also support 

refugees in Dunkirk and Brighton. 

Cheryl Thornett  



 

Neighbourhood News 
News and events from other local churches: 

Barnes Close: see schedule below. 

Weoley Castle is participating in the Weoley Castle 

Festival from1 PM on Sunday the 11th. 

Bournville URC’s Thursday Group meets on the 1st 
Thursday of each month, so look out for the meeting on 6 
October. 

Selly Oak Methodist Church has a new minister, the Revd Dr 
Vincent Jambawo. 
 

 
Barnes Close Programme 

Cream Teas at Barnes Close  

Sunday 4 September & Sunday 18 September: 3 to 5 PM 

Thursday 8 September 10 AM Refection Day 

Tuesday 20 to Thursday 22 September Healing Retreat 

Thursday 13 October 10 AM Reflection Day 

Tuesday 18 to Thursday 20 October From Conflict to Reconciliation 

Thursday 10 November 10 AM Reflection Day 

Tuesday 22 to Thursday 24 November Silent Retreat 

Footprints 20th Celebration Wednesday 5 October at 7PM  
Footprints is a charity involved with reconciliation in Croatia & Serbia 
Meet Bishop Csury of Oradea, Romania Monday 17 October at 7PM  
From Conflict to Reconciliation  
Tuesday 18 to Thursday 20 October, £150 waged (£125 unwaged)  
Silent Retreat  
Tuesday 24 to Thursday 26 November, £150 waged (£125 unwaged)  
Please contact Ian for booking forms   



Changing (Financial) Times 
As most of you know by the time you read this we are looking forward 

to welcoming a new minister, Revd. David Littlejohns to the “Cadbury 

Pastorate”. More particularly we shall be welcoming him and his wife, 

Hilary, into the Weoley Hill Church Manse. 

At the time of writing this we do not have a date for the start of David’s 

ministry with us but it is unlikely to be much before the end of 2016. 

This means our budget for 2016 should still be valid for the rest of the 

year except for a few extra ministerial expenses. 

The church has been letting the Manse during our vacancy and the 

income has been put into the Manse Repair Fund. Some has already 

been used to replace the sash windows on the front of the house. This 

has meant that we have not needed to budget for expenditure on 

Manse repairs. Also we have not needed to budget for other Manse 

expenses (e.g. Water, Council Tax) or ministerial expenses (e.g. Car 

allowance, mileage, books). 

All this has meant that it should have been easier to meet our budget 

this year. However, at the end of July (the latest figures) we are nearly 

£800 below our income budget and, largely due to church roof repairs 

and stair lift replacement, we are well above our expenditure budget. 

When I prepare the budget for 2017 early in October I shall have to 

include all those expenses associated with having a minister; actually 

60% of a minister! The income budget will reflect our performance this 

year and whilst we have some control over our letting charges this 

income only amounts to about 25% of the total. 

Two thirds of our income comes from the Free Will Offering scheme 

and the Gift Aid we claim so you can see the importance of regular 

giving and regular revision of the donations. Can I emphasise to those 

of us who give by Standing Order that regular revision is most 

important as it is easily overlooked? Those who give in envelopes are 



reminded each week as they fill their envelopes and can easily slip an 

extra £1 or £2 (we hope!). 

Can I also remind those of you who are taxpayers (not necessarily just 

Income Tax) and are not currently registered for Gift Aid to speak to 

Emlyn Evans? By signing a Gift Aid Declaration you enable the church 

to claim the Standard rate tax, you have paid, back from the 

Government at no cost to you. If you are lucky enough to pay higher 

rate income tax you can claim the difference between the Standard and 

Higher rates on your Tax Return. 

If you have any questions or need help with any of this, please see 

Emlyn or me. If you need to set up a Standing Order I can supply the 

church’s bank details. 

Thank you all for your support. 

David Marlow 

 

URC Prayer Handbooks & Diaries 
Prayer handbooks £6.50 each 

Diaries £7.00 each 

The diaries are available in the following formats: 

Hardback – Midnight Blue 

Hardback – Purple 

Softback – Flame Red 

Softback – Cobalt Blue 

Orders placed prior to 21 September will not incur a postage 

charge. See Ann Evans or Cheryl Thornett. 

  



FRIENDSHIP GROUP 
As usual Nancy’s garden looked beautiful for the Garden Party on 

Wednesday 13 July and, also as usual, there was plenty to eat from 

members’ donations. It grew a little chilly towards the end but that did 

not stop the conversations where we put the world to rights and had 

the opportunity to talk to folk to whom we don’t normally have time to 

chat. Many thanks to all those who contributed in any way and 

especially to Nancy for providing the garden, the seats and the dainty 

crockery!  

Our next meeting is on Wednesday 14 September, 2.15 for a 2.30 PM 

start, when we will have a speaker from the URC Commitment for Life 

campaign to talk about her visit to Central America and the work of 

Christian Aid there. (See elsewhere for further details). She is making a 

special visit so do make every effort to attend. There will be a 

collection at the end if you wish to donate.          Lorraine DaCosta 

RETIRING COLLECTION 
This month we are collecting for a local charity, Restore, who deal 

with refugees and asylum seekers in the Birmingham area. Some may 

have chosen to come to Birmingham, others are sent here because 

their local authority does not have sufficient accommodation. Restore 

provides help in completing forms, interpreters and moral support at 

enquiries, sometimes food, clothing or small household items when a 

person is given leave to remain, and help in finding English language 

courses or even a job. They always provide a helping hand and 

friendship to those who sometimes do not know anyone in our city. 

They run courses for those who may wish to act as a ‘befriender’, that 

is someone who will show them around the city and the British way of 

life, and they arrange little visits perhaps to the Lickey Hills or Cannon 

Hill Park or a swimming baths. These are people who have struggled to 

get here and want to make a life here and Restore helps them do this. 

Lorraine DaCosta  



DEMENTIA 
We are an ageing congregation and as such we might know of a 

relative or friend who is in one of the stages of dementia. At the 

recent talk at Weoley Castle, led by a speaker from ‘Dementia 

Friends’, I learnt that there are about 100 different kinds of 

dementia, each having a different progressive route.  

Dementia is caused by differing diseases of the brain, Alzheimer’s 

being just one, or perhaps as a result of a stroke or accident, and 

which part is affected relates to how each person will react. It 

may be that the factual part is affected (hippocampus) or 

perhaps feelings or emotions (medulla). It is not just about losing 

memories but can affect thinking, communicating and doing 

everyday tasks but it is not a natural part of ageing. 

It is possible to live well with dementia and with support people 

with dementia can and do take an active role in life. There is 

more to a person than the dementia so with patience and 

understanding everyone can do their part.  

For more information, support or advice you can contact 

alzheimers.org.uk who offer information and fact sheets and can 

signpost to local services, or the National Dementia Helpline on 

0300 222 1122.  Lorraine DaCosta 

  



COMMITMENT FOR LIFE 
This month is our annual donation to Commitment for Life, 

which is under the auspices of Christian Aid jointly with the URC, 

and you will shortly receive your letter and booklet giving 

details. This year, for the first time, we are lucky enough to have 

a speaker from the organisation itself, Linda Mead, who is the 

national co-ordinator of the appeal and who has recently visited 

there. She will be travelling up from London especially for us 

and will give a presentation on Central America—El Salvador, 

Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua—our focus area for the 

third and final year, and also the work of ‘Commitment for Life’ 

(formerly called the 1% Appeal). The talk is on Wednesday 14 

September at 2.30PM at Friendship Group but is open to 

everyone so even if you do not normally come please do try to 

attend this one time, both to support the speaker and also to find 

out what your generous donations have been doing throughout 

the world over the 20+years we have been associated with the 

organisation. This is a great opportunity to answer any questions 

you may have and to prove we really are a ‘Commitment for Life’ 

church.    

Lorraine DaCosta 

 

 

  



Resolutions from the March 2016 Synod 
We have been asked to pass these on in full. (Sam gave us a summary 
in the spring.) 

At the meeting of the West Midlands Synod on Saturday 19 March 
2016, three Resolutions had been passed to the Synods for their 
decision. The resolutions were as follows: 

1) THE MARRIAGE OF SAME-SEX COUPLES. 

A Resolution was approved by General Assembly meeting in 

Birmingham in June 2015. 

‘In keeping with the 2007 commitment on Human Sexuality, 

General Assembly does not consider it appropriate to express a 

single view on behalf of the whole United Reformed Church on 

the matter of Saxe Sex Marriage. 

General Assembly declares that the Church Meeting of each 

Local Church of the United Reformed Church in England and 

Wales is the relevant governing authority for the purpose of 

giving consent for the trustees of its building to seek the 

registration of that building for religious marriage ceremonies 

of same sex couples, in accordance with the provisions of 

Section 26A(1) of the Marriage Act 1949 as amended by the 

Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013.’ 

THERE WERE NO OBJECTIONS BY THE WEST MIDLANDS 

SYNOD. 

The above wording has been to all Synods and assuming that no 

more than a third of Synods object, it will all come to General 

Assembly in July 2016 for a final vote to ratify the decision taken at 

previous Assemblies. 

Any church that wishes to conduct Same-Sex Marriage ceremonies 

must NOT yet take any action. The final decision is yet to be taken, 

and if the measure is approved detailed instructions will follow, and 

correct procedures must be followed before any Same-Sex Marriage 

Ceremony can be held.  



2) MINISTERIAL CANDIDATING PROCESS 

This was approved by Mission Council in May 2015: 

Functions of Synods: The resolution would change paragraph 

2(4)(A)(xvi) : 

NEW VERSION 

To consider on the recommendation of local churches 

applications for recognition as candidates for the ministries of 

word and sacraments and church related community work and 

to transmit them, if approved, to the Assembly for decision, and 

in partnership with the relevant Resource Centre for Learning, 

to give pastoral care to such candidates during their training. 

 

FUNCTIONS OF ECUMENICAL UNITED AREAS: 

The resolution would change paragraph 2(5)(A)(vi) of the Structure as 
follows: 

NEW VERSION 

To consider on the recommendation of local churches 

applications for recognition as candidates for the ministries of 

word and sacraments and church related community work and 

to transmit them to the Synod. 

 

FUNCTIONS OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY: 

The resolution would introduce a new function (numbering to be 
determined): 

To consider on the recommendation of Synods applications for 
recognition as candidates for the ministries of word and 
sacraments and church related community work to oversee 
their training and to determine their eligibility for a call. 

THERE WERE NO OBJECTIONS BY THE WEST MIDLANDS 
SYNOD. 

 



3) NATIONAL SYNODS 

This was approved by Mission Council in May 2015: 

FUNCTIONS OF SYNODS: The resolution would change paragraph 

2(4)(A)(xxii) of the Structure as follows: 

NEW VERSION: 

(a) to seek to expand the range and deepen the nature of the 

Christian common life and witness in each local community, 

and 

(b) in Scotland and Wales to speak and act on behalf of the 

whole United Reformed Church in public affairs, or the conduct 

of ecumenical relationships, specific to the nation concerned, 

in the General Assembly’s name but without prejudice to the 

Assembly’s right to speak and act in the same field on behalf of 

the Church either in England or throughout Great Britain. 

THERE WERE NO OBJECTIONS BY THE WEST MIDLANDS 

SYNOD. 

In each case a resolution was considered saying ‘West Midlands Synod 

does not object to the respective proposal sent from General 

Assembly’. After calling for questions of information and opening the 

floor to discussion, the Moderator asked members of Synod whether 

they wished to proceed to a vote or to simply say that the Synod did 

not object. There was no support to moving to a vote and so the 

Moderator declared each motion passed, and the General Secretary has 

accordingly been notified that we do not object.  

Margaret Marshall 

Synod Clerk 

 

  



Carrs Lane Lectures on Radical Christian Faith 2016 

Bishop JOHN SHELBY SPONG 

Biblical Literalism: A Gentile Heresy 
Saturday 29th October 10 AM—4 PM, £20  

Coffee and tea available all day; please bring your own lunch 

Jack Spong is a retired bishop in the American Episcopal Church and a 

celebrated liberal theologian. Over the past four decades, he has 

become a pioneering, definitive voice for progressive Christianity.  

Immersed in contemporary biblical scholarship, he speaks and writes 

passionately about his lifelong commitment to the Church and his 

personal journey from old traditions into new visions of what it means 

to walk the Christian way. A prolific author, his insights offer ‘a 

dialogue between yesterday’s words and today’s knowledge’.  

Spong invites us ‘to look at the gospels with a brand new set of eyes’. 

He uses the gospel of Matthew to explore the literary and liturgical 

roots of the New Testament, with its grounding in Jewish culture, 

symbols and storytelling tradition, to explain how the Jesus narratives 

would have been understood by both the Jewish authors of the gospels 

and by the Jewish audiences for whom they were originally written.  

Spong explains why a literal reading of the New Testament not only 

distorts the original message of these books, but also renders them 

unintelligible to the citizens of the twenty-first century. He makes clear 

that it was only after the church became fully Gentile that readers of 

the gospels took these to be events of history, thus distorting their 

essential symbolic meaning. It is a real joy to welcome Jack and 

Christine back to Carrs Lane for what promises to be a most 

memorable day.  

For tickets or further information, please contact us: 0121 643 6151 

office@carrslane.co.uk or see our website www.carrslane.co.uk The 

Church at Carrs Lane | Carrs Lane, Birmingham, B4 7SX | 0121 643 

6151 | www.carrslane.co.uk 



WEOLEY HILL UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 

PRAYER DIARY  

“O my people, trust in Him at all times. Pour out your heart to 

Him, for God is our refuge”    Psalm 62:8 

SEPT - OCT WHURC FAMILY We pray for… 
WK 1:  
5 – 11 Sept 

¶ Grace Carter 

¶ Richard & Seana Davies 

¶ John & Jill Davies 

¶ Corinne Dawson 

¶ Roland, Arrah, Reyan & Malcolm 

Ebot-Arrey  

… the next steps in the 

journey for WHURC, 

WCCC and Bournville.  

WK 2:  
12 – 18 

Sept 

¶ David & Geraldine Evans 

¶ Emlyn & Ann Evans 

¶ Samantha Evans, Chelsea, 

Mikey, Kayden & Chase  

¶ Marius & Jennifer Felderhof   

… students and 

teachers starting a new 

academic year. 

WK 3:  
19 – 25 
Sept 

¶ Margaret & Keith Field 

¶ Len & Josie Fisher 

¶ John, Mary & Thomas Fletcher  

¶ John Glen 

¶ Colin & Anne Graham 

… individuals faced 

with key decisions 

about their future. 

WK 4:  
26 Sept –  
02 Oct 

¶ Jean Greening;  

¶ Christine Grubb   

¶ Jim & Rosemary Hay   

¶ Janice, Simon, Charlotte, Jessica 

& Holly High 

… harmonious 

relationships between 

people of different 

faiths in the UK and 

across the world. 

./4%ȡ !Ó ÁÌ×ÁÙÓȟ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÆÅÅÌ ÆÒÅÅ ÔÏ ÓÅÎÄ ÁÎÙ ÆÅÅÄÂÁÃË ÏÎ ÔÈÅ Ȭ0ÒÁÙÅÒ $ÉÁÒÙȭ 
and specific prayer requests that you would like to include in future lists to 
Audrey and Brian at abnganwa12@gmail.com 
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